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Costume research & 
development

rubber prosthetics are 
used to exaggerate , 
enlarge, and elongate 
features on the male 
characters

enlarged features changes the 
physicality of the characters— 
Sigelius’s large forehead pulls him 
upwards  while Galen’s long chin 
pulls him down 
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3 Lepers 

the plague 

the white plague is a 
visible second “skin” worn 
underneath the 
character’s costumes
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Professor 
Sigelius
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Doctor 
Galen
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T

The Marshal

general

Commissar

adjutant
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son

father
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baron 
krug
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nurses

clinic assistants

the poor

journalists

professors
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mother

daughter
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groups of three are led through a warehouse maze of masculine groups of three are led through a warehouse maze of masculine 
inspired brutalist columns by one of the three female actresses.inspired brutalist columns by one of the three female actresses.

map of the three different routes as the map of the three different routes as the 
audience moves through the showaudience moves through the show
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 one audience group is greeted by an actress - their guide - as they exit a freight elevator  one audience group is greeted by an actress - their guide - as they exit a freight elevator 
 into an abandoned warehouse space, the performance space.  into an abandoned warehouse space, the performance space. 

 all three actresses transform into the three lepers as they debate the nature of the plague all three actresses transform into the three lepers as they debate the nature of the plague

the Space is filled with 
the marshal’s propaganda 
to emphasize his power and 
influence in the world of 
his production. 
His presence is looming.

1 - act 11 - act 1

22
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 the audience is led to the next scene, where galen is introduced to sigelius. Galen is trying  the audience is led to the next scene, where galen is introduced to sigelius. Galen is trying 
 to convince sigelius to let him run tests at the clinic. to convince sigelius to let him run tests at the clinic.

 As we are led to the family, two actresses put on the costumes hanging on the chairs to 
 assume the roles of mother and daughter. the family argues over the politics of the plague.

sigelius’ office is filled with large marble 
busts of himself to emphasize his egotisti-
cal obsession with reputation and status.

a large banner of the Marshal in his office 
shows the hospital’s political alliances.

an exaggerated family dining table emphasizes the 
power of the father as he sits at the head of the 
table. He is sat in a large comfortable chair while 
the rest of the family is expected to cater to his 
needs. the large portrait of the marshal shows the 
father’s desire to emulate power in his family unit. 

33

44
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 in the hospital, the first and second clinic assistant gossip about galen. It is revealed that      in the hospital, the first and second clinic assistant gossip about galen. It is revealed that     
 the second assistant’s mother is sick but galen is not allowed to treat her.  the second assistant’s mother is sick but galen is not allowed to treat her. 

 The Marshal visits the hospital - with his military entourage - to study galen’s miracle cure.

ward 13, in the hospital, 
infected patients are held in 
iron lung style devices. 
Sticking out of each iron lung is 
a head that has been complete-
ly taken over by the virus.

55

66



the white plaguethe white plague  by KAREL ČAPEK
design by: Lily Cunicelli, binhan nguyen, adira rosendesign by: Lily Cunicelli, binhan nguyen, adira rosen

scenic designscenic design carnegie mellon universitycarnegie mellon university
page: 15 of 20page: 15 of 20

 galen announces his true intentions to a group of journalists. “Tell them the cure is mine,  galen announces his true intentions to a group of journalists. “Tell them the cure is mine, 
 and i won’t reveal it until they promise to stop the killing. nobody else knows my remedy.” and i won’t reveal it until they promise to stop the killing. nobody else knows my remedy.”

 father boasts about his promotion and rages about galen until it is revealed that mother  father boasts about his promotion and rages about galen until it is revealed that mother 
 has a white spot on her neck. has a white spot on her neck.

7 - end of act 17 - end of act 1

8 - act 28 - act 2
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 Galen only treats the poor and tells father to quit working for baron krug in order to cure  Galen only treats the poor and tells father to quit working for baron krug in order to cure 
 his wife. he refuses to give up his job and they leave galen’s office, passing by a long line of the poor his wife. he refuses to give up his job and they leave galen’s office, passing by a long line of the poor. . 

 baron krug reveals that he has a white spot on his chest but sigelius can do nothing about it.  baron krug reveals that he has a white spot on his chest but sigelius can do nothing about it. 

Galen’s clinic takes inspiration 
from meat packing factories. 
obsessed with finding the cure 
to fulfill his goal, galen’s 
office is filled with cadeavers 
that he uses as test subjects.

sigelius’ office is filled with large marble 
busts of himself to emphasize his egotisti-
cal obsession with reputation and status.

a large banner of the Marshal in his office 
shows the hospital’s political alliances.
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 desparate, baron krug dons a poor man’s disguise and seeks out galen. galen sees through     desparate, baron krug dons a poor man’s disguise and seeks out galen. galen sees through    
 this ploy and turns baron krug away - even when offered large sums of money. this ploy and turns baron krug away - even when offered large sums of money.

 baron krug pleads with his friend, the marshal, to stop the war so that he can be cured.  baron krug pleads with his friend, the marshal, to stop the war so that he can be cured. 
 however, the marshal refuses to help.  however, the marshal refuses to help. 

Galen’s clinic takes inspiration 
from meat packing factories. 
obsessed with finding the cure 
to fulfill his goal, galen’s 
office is filled with cadeavers 
that he uses as test subjects.

1111

1212



the white plaguethe white plague  by KAREL ČAPEK
design by: Lily Cunicelli, binhan nguyen, adira rosendesign by: Lily Cunicelli, binhan nguyen, adira rosen

scenic designscenic design carnegie mellon universitycarnegie mellon university
page: 18 of 20page: 18 of 20

 galen and the marshal negotiate their terms with each other to no avail. During this, the  galen and the marshal negotiate their terms with each other to no avail. During this, the 
marshal gets a call telling him baron krug has just killed himself. marshal gets a call telling him baron krug has just killed himself. 

the audience is gathered together for the the audience is gathered together for the 
first time since seeing the lepers. Attention first time since seeing the lepers. Attention 
is drawn to the marshal’s podium. We are is drawn to the marshal’s podium. We are 
now in the middle of the concrete maze. now in the middle of the concrete maze. 

13 - end of act 213 - end of act 2

14 - end sequence14 - end sequence
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all of the male actors, who have now changed to become all of the male actors, who have now changed to become 
the marshal’s endless generals and army, move the col-the marshal’s endless generals and army, move the col-
umns to frame the marshal as he gives his dictatorial war umns to frame the marshal as he gives his dictatorial war 
speech. all attention is forced to point toward the marshal.        speech. all attention is forced to point toward the marshal.        
Complete totalitarian control. in the confusion of the Complete totalitarian control. in the confusion of the 
moving columns, The women - for the first time - are just as  moving columns, The women - for the first time - are just as  
confused and panicked as the audience.confused and panicked as the audience.

in reality, the columns are automated to move but will be       in reality, the columns are automated to move but will be       
choreographed to look like actors are pushing them. choreographed to look like actors are pushing them. 

 as the marshal struggles with his  as the marshal struggles with his 
own illness, he agrees to galen’s own illness, he agrees to galen’s 
terms. Galen runs in from the other terms. Galen runs in from the other 
side of the colonnade corridor side of the colonnade corridor 
rejecting the idea of war.rejecting the idea of war.

15 - end sequence15 - end sequence

16 - end sequence16 - end sequence
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All male actors, who have assumed All male actors, who have assumed 
the role of the Marshal’s guardsthe role of the Marshal’s guards
angrily rush at Galen. and the angrily rush at Galen. and the 
audience. in the chaos, The audience audience. in the chaos, The audience 
becomes part of the mob.becomes part of the mob.

 the last image is of Galen dead on one side of the corridor and the Marshal seeing his chance   the last image is of Galen dead on one side of the corridor and the Marshal seeing his chance  
 of treatment disappearing on the other. the world will now suffer from war and sickness. of treatment disappearing on the other. the world will now suffer from war and sickness.

17 - end sequence17 - end sequence

18 - lasting image18 - lasting image


